Wednesday 19th October, 2016
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Community of Sherenden and Districts School,
Welcome back to the last term of the 2016 school year. Thank you to everyone who came along and supported the students for our 2016 pet day last Friday. It was my first Pet Day experience and though we’ve already talked to students and staff
about how we can improve it for the students, family and community in the future, the experience was thoroughly enjoyable
and it was amazing to be part of an event that is unique to a real rural New Zealand school. There are many people to thank
after the day and to all those who helped with judging, organising, baking, providing equipment, auctioneering, tidying etc as a
school we are truly grateful for all your efforts to make the occasion something to remember for our students.
This Saturday we have the school centenary and the centenary committee have been working overtime to make sure the
occasion is celebrated in its rightful form this weekend. Our students have been practicing on a 3 song item to help welcome
guests and we are hoping all students who are able to, will be there representing the school. A reminder for those who missed
yesterday’s notice that all parents of current students do not have to pay a registration fee and all are welcome to bring your
own picnic lunch or to get a sausage and bread for $1. During the day we also have a special guest who is going to design some
artwork on the back of the pool shed which will help get a start as we move into our enviro unit for term 4. The focuses for the
different rooms will be on designing a chicken coup, vege gardens and composting. We are using profits form pet day and the
voluntary contribution to help pay for plants, paints etc as we look to evolve our learning environments to embrace both the in
and outdoors, building towards 2017.
We held our skipping September celebration day on the 26th of September and the students definitely embraced skipping and all that it entails. Well done to Miromiro house who were the house big rope champs, which gave a great deal of
amusement as the students competed. We manged to raise just over $620 for the heart foundation of which half will be given
back to the school. For how this could be spent, some suggestions so far have been buying fruit trees, some more ukulele’s and
some rugby posts. We will let the students break down the costs an decide how this money will be best used. I will also use this
opportunity to thank the Hinton’s on Matapiro Road who kindly donated $100 to this cause, I was truly humbled to receive this
on behalf of the school and contributions like this to a small school without a lot of government support are greatly appreciated.
All the school terms are busy, but Term 4 generally goes to another level. Next Wednesday on the 26th we have the
whole school going to the Meanee 7’s (please make sure your permission slip is in by tomorrow so travel arrangements can be
made), the whole school cluster athletics is on the 10th of November at the Hastings Sports Park and importantly as we lead
into the end of year assemblies and presentations. The year 4-8’s up will also have optimist yachting and a learn to surf day on
the 8th and 9th of December as we provide some of our final events your our 2 year 8’s and 1 year 6 leavers.
We also look forward to our Guitarists/Ukulele students under the tuition of Campbell Lovat performing for the community and students have approached me about the possibility of having a school disco before the year’s end which we hope to fit
in. Very pleasing to see we have got a year 1/2 netball team for term 4 and we wish all the best to those students for their first
practice/match this Thursday afternoon. We also have a cricket (first time in a long, long time) team entered for the year 5/6
Hastings competition (we have students ranging from year 1-6), they have begun practicing on Tuesday and Thursday
lunchtimes and they will make a lot of progress and enjoy their Saturday morning competitions.
For the calendar, at this stage, we will be having our end of year assembly at 9:30am on Tuesday the 13th of December
and our last school day for 2016 will be Thursday the 15th of December. Good luck to the AB’s on their record attempt this
weekend, to those going to the show this week, we hope you have an enjoyable day and we look forward to seeing many of
you on Saturday at the Centenary.
Haisley Robson
Principal

Senior Room
The Senior room have been writing using ‘seed moments’ (as opposed to the whole watermelon), where they zoom in on one
part of a story and add detailed and descriptive language to make the reader feel they are there. Oscar recall’s one moment
from his holiday:
Restraint
I sat numbly in my chair, completely absorbed in my work. The supple leather bound book sat open, light falling across the dry
pages. It sat waiting for me to begin.
I opened the top of my ink reservoir and dipped the tip of my pen into the dark thick liquid. Taking it out of the ink well I set to
the page. My brow furrowed in concentration. I put my pen to the page. Lines flowed to meet each other, the width easily
traversing from thick to thin.
In the space of an hour I had created a lustrous eye, with long lashes and a wet sheen. Then it happened. Some ink had been
welling up in the tip of the pen, and it fell. It was no more than half my finger nail, but it was enough. It hit the page with a
splat, leaving a black mark smeared on the page.
I sat motionless. Conflicted emotions played on my face. First anger then sadness. Hamish knocked on my door, I barked angrily at him to go away. He ran away, his feet padding on the hard wood floor.
I turned the page and started again.

By Oscar Plater
Pet Day

Some photos of Tildy and Thalia who were extremely unlucky not to place at the National
Aquarium Speech Competition at the end of
Term 3

More Pet day

Hawkes Bay Interschool Cross Country
Well done all our competitors who went to the Hawkes Bay interschool cross country in the last week of term 3. Special
congratulations to Reef Hicks and Maggie Higgens who managed to finish 6th and 8th respectively in their races.
Upcoming events and dates
26th October

Meanee 7’s and BOT meeting 5pm

10th November

Cluster Athletics at Hastings Sports Park (whole school)

8th December

Year 4-8 Optimist Yachting

9th December

Year 4-8 Learn to surf Day (Waimarama Beach)

13th December

End of year assembly/prize giving

15th December

Last day of School

